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CORONAVIRUS — GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 
Motion 

MRS L.M. HARVEY (Scarborough — Leader of the Opposition) [6.08 pm]: I move — 

That this house calls on the McGowan government to provide greater support to small businesses, 
regional communities and struggling households to weather the COVID-19 crisis. 

The opposition has brought this motion to the house in light of the economic fallout from the COVID-19 crisis, 
the lockdowns and travel restrictions across the state. We are hearing, overwhelmingly, from a large number of 
small businesses across regional and metropolitan Western Australia about the difficulties that they are facing. 
Obviously, members of government are hearing the same stories. In opposition, we view it as our role to point out 
where the gaps in provision of assistance lie, and today, that is what we will articulate in the next hour during 
private members’ business. 

When talking to different businesses around the place, we have been engaging with several different sectors. We 
have been listening to people on the tools and those in the construction sector, and the concern that they are 
resoundingly reporting to us is that their pipeline of work is fast drying up and they cannot see any potential new 
home starts coming out in the near future. An article by Kim Macdonald published in The West Australian of 
23 April states — 

WA suffered a 32 per cent drop in new home sales last month—the biggest in the nation—and has less 
than 10 weeks’ worth of new home starts in the pipeline, according to the Housing Industry Association. 

It is estimated — 

… that by June, there would be no new homes in the pipeline, which covers the period from approval to 
the laying of the slab. 

… 

The sector is already struggling, with WA experiencing 31.6 per cent drop in new home sales in March, 
compared with a 23.2 per cent drop across Australia. 

We have had a more rapid decline than every other state. The market in this state was showing small signs of recovery, 
having been in the doldrums for quite some time. Indeed, prior to the COVID-19 crisis, the opposition was calling 
for government assistance for the housing construction sector to try to stimulate the market and get contracts signed 
so that tradies could see that they had a guarantee of work in the pipeline moving forward. That works for 
everybody; it creates confidence in the market. That is why as an opposition we called for a short six-month stimulus 
offering stamp duty relief on house and land packages to create some demand, if you like, and competition, and to 
get people to sign contracts. If there was an incentive of up to $50 000 on stamp duty on a new home build, it 
would be enough to get some first home buyers, or indeed any homebuyer, to sign on the dotted line to take 
advantage of that offer. 

The article of 23 April continues — 

An MBA survey of members showed 70 per cent of those polled had seen a 40 per cent drop in their 
pipeline of work. 

The impact on these workers, sole traders and businesses is being felt across the building supply chain. Indeed, it 
is the stuff of nightmares for people in the sector who are looking at no pipeline of future work and what can be 
done for them. 

I acknowledge that the state government has put some offerings on the table for small businesses. I know that 
many businesses are taking advantage of the payroll tax relief and the grants for those businesses that qualify with 
a payroll between $1 million and $4 million. They are larger and medium-size businesses rather than the 
microbusinesses that I believe are feeling the real shock in the economy. My endorsed candidates have been on the 
ground listening to people. They have come back to me with all sorts of really sad stories about family businesses 
that are going to the wall. Gym businesses have been forced to close. Some of them have been able to revise their 
business plans from group sessions to one-on-one sessions, but clients that are at high risk or over 55 years are not 
training any more. They are working with their landlords to try to get some rental relief or some sort of relief for 
outgoings, but there is nothing optimistic in sight for traditional gym businesses and the way that they operate. 

In the construction industry, a small construction firm lost a $1 million job that was due to start in March. It would 
have kept three people 100 per cent occupied for three months. That is three jobs that are not going to happen. The 
owner of that firm is trying to work out his business continuity program, because there was no work lined up after 
that contract. 
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These are small businesses. They do not pay payroll tax because they do not qualify for payroll tax. It is the same 
with hospitality and tourism businesses. They would like to be able to apply for JobKeeper, but if they do not have 
any cash in the bank, they have to go to the bank to try to get a cash advance to cover the cost of the JobKeeper 
payment before they can recover that income from the Australian Taxation Office. Trying to get a line of credit 
out of a bank when a business has no pipeline of work and no capital left because it has been eroded due to the 
economic conditions is an impossible task for small business owners, many of whom also have mortgages on their 
houses and are looking down the pipeline of losing everything; it is all at stake. 

No-one is buying tyres at the moment because they cannot go anywhere, so the Tyrepower business has had no 
work for the last month. Indeed, a motor vehicle tyre purchase is an expensive discretionary spend for a lot of families. 
That industry is really suffering. It is not getting the calls coming in or jobs because people are not travelling and 
they are not replacing tyres. In any event, people do not have the discretionary spend to buy new tyres even if they 
did choose to take advantage of the relaxation of some of the regional lockdowns. 

The party hire business has just gone. There is no party hire. There are no parties. From next week, gatherings of 
up to 20 people might be allowed, but there have been thousands of dollars of jobs cancelled for party hire businesses. 
These are mum-and-dad businesses; they support one family. They employ mum part time doing the books and 
dad full time doing the bookings and running around. Between the two of them, over weekends and during the week, 
they have one van to deliver the balloons and the other bits and pieces to venues so that people can have decorations 
for their parties. They have a lease over a warehouse for which the outgoings and rent still need to be paid. These 
sorts of businesses will disappear, and whether they start up again in near future remains to be seen. Ultimately, 
when these businesses disappear, two self-sufficient entrepreneurial people who were looking after themselves, 
providing for their three children and paying down their mortgage will be on unemployment benefits, given that 
Western Australia is looking at over 224 000 people being unemployed. 

Those are some stories from smaller businesses that are doing it tough. Indeed, we have heard about what is happening 
to tourism operators in some regional areas, particularly caravan park operators. I hope some of that assistance 
funding that has been announced flows through very quickly to some of the caravan park operators. Some of these 
guys are paying really large fees to the Water Corporation, Synergy and others. In particular, they are paying the 
water authority for licences for their toilets and showers at a fixed cost. They are not getting any relief for those 
fixed costs, but they have no customers. They have showers that are not being turned on and toilets that are not 
being flushed, but they are still paying a significantly high fixed cost to keep them in place because those are the 
rules. They are getting no help from the Water Corporation to alleviate some of those fixed costs, and that is why 
we have asked the government to consider something targeted at these individuals. When we talk to some of the 
park operators, they say that the shire rates, electricity, water rates and water consumption used to sit at about 
8.2 per cent of their total expenditure, but with increases in fees and charges it now amounts to nearly 20 per cent 
of their expenditure. That is a significant grab on their fixed-costs expenditure, and as small business park operators, 
they need to find turnover to pay for that. Obviously, the turnover has not been there for the last few months and 
it looks like most of these operators, particularly in the north of Western Australia, will not have any customers in 
the near future. 

The Regional Chambers of Commerce and Industry of WA has done a survey of its regional businesses. Admittedly, 
it was 370 regional businesses, which is a large number, although statistically there may be some skewing in the 
results. However, 90 per cent of the 370 businesses said that they had been negatively or severely negatively 
impacted by the regional lockdowns and the COVID-19 crisis, and 32 per cent of those businesses had lost 75 to 
100 per cent of their income. Having run small businesses for a long time, I know that that is just a devastating 
reduction in income. I cannot imagine how bleak the outlook must be for those mums and dads in regional 
Western Australia who are wondering what they are going to do and whether there will be any opportunity whatsoever 
in the near future to try to claw back some of that and make up for what might be revenue that is lost forever.  

That is the harsh reality. Many of these companies will go out of business and will not come back. A lot of businesses 
that have been impacted are small businesses that hire one to five employees, or maybe even up to 20 employees, 
but because of the nature of the work they do, they are under the payroll tax threshold, and so are not eligible for 
the existing relief packages that the government has offered. As I said earlier, many small businesses are reluctant 
to apply for JobKeeper packages because they do not have the cashflow or the ability to access capital to front-end 
load the JobKeeper payments. Many of them employ casual workers. JobKeeper has been great, but when a small 
business is used to paying for, say, four full-time workers and two casuals, and the casuals are earning $250 a week, 
to then have to pay the casual workers up to $750 a week under the JobKeeper rules will mean that they will have 
a dent and a cashflow shortfall that they need to cover before they can be reimbursed. That is a risk, and businesses 
with no income are reluctant to take that risk. 

I am not going to stay on my feet for too long because a lot of members want to contribute to this debate. The 
opposition has called for some stimulus to the construction sector by way of a stamp duty tax holiday for a period 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 13 May 2020] 

 p2638b-2646a 
Mrs Liza Harvey; Mrs Alyssa Hayden; Mr Ben Wyatt; Dr David Honey 

 [3] 

to try to get some contracts signed and bring some security back to that sector. We have called for potentially 
pulling forward some of the budgeted maintenance funds for local governments for their projects from the out 
years so that they can create a local government community fund and can bring forward some of the maintenance 
projects that have been planned for the next four years right across the length and breadth of Western Australia. 
Let us bring them forward so that we can get the people who are newly unemployed back into work, before they 
get used to being unemployed and being on benefits. We have called for a relief package for small business to be 
used to cut fixed electricity and water costs. I acknowledge that the government has announced up to $2 500 relief 
for Synergy and I believe Horizon Power customers, but many businesses that fall just over the 50-megahertz 
threshold are not eligible for that relief. If they have already entered into agreements with other providers, they are 
not eligible for that electricity relief, but they are still having to pay all those charges without any income coming 
through the door. 

Our family business ran freezers. One of the difficulties for a small business is that if it has a freezer full of bait, 
as we did, or a freezer full of food, there is not the option of switching everything off until the business can open 
again because that will create further problems. Often, when freezer and refrigeration systems are switched off, 
they do not start back up again properly. Businesses have to keep these things running 24/7. They have to keep the 
stock frozen and goods refrigerated. The electricity cost is variable depending on usage, but it is still there, and the 
owner is responsible for it, even though the business may not have any income coming through the door. If the 
business is running freezers, it is going to kick up over the threshold for any kind of compensation. If those freezers 
or refrigeration units happen to be in hospitality or tourism businesses, those businesses will be over the threshold, 
but they have no income and no ability to pay. These are vexing issues, but these groups have fallen through the 
cracks. It is our job as opposition to highlight them. 

The opposition has also been calling for some big infrastructure projects to be pulled forward and substantially 
commenced. I know that that seems to be one of the difficult things. Obviously, we remain committed to Roe 8 and 
Roe 9 and the thousands of jobs that will flow from that project, as well as the futureproofing of the South Metropolitan 
road network, but also trying to get these Metronet jobs actually started. We want to see fluoro vests and hard hats 
onsite—people actually getting work and getting the job done—and I think that will assist the community greatly 
and bring some confidence back. 

In closing, the opposition has been offering the government our ideas for providing stimulus. The community is 
calling for a couple of things. It wants some clarification of the medical advice that is informing the decisions of 
government. Particularly people such as beauticians—beauty therapy places that are often run by a single woman as 
a sole trader—need to be given an understanding of the medical advice that has differentiated them from hairdressers, 
massage therapists and physiotherapists who have direct contact with clients. Beauticians do not understand why 
their case is different from hairdressers and other service providers. 

There is a lot of frustration in the community when the government refers to the medical advice on regional travel 
restrictions. It is difficult to explain to, for example, the communities of the Geraldton and Gascoyne regions why 
the travel of people from Perth to those regions presents a different kind of risk from the travel of people from 
Perth down to places like Albany and the great southern. The government needs to provide some of the medical 
advice that informs the scientific thinking behind the regional boundary restrictions and the decisions around 
hospitality and tourism. Why is 20 the magic number? How has that number been arrived at? What is the medical 
advice that says that is the right number? Why is it in place? I think all those things will provide some comfort to 
the community that the decisions are being well informed by medical advice that provides them with a reason that 
their businesses are not allowed to open or run the way in which they would like to run them, and why their businesses 
need to continue to feel unsupported, given that there are very few targeted grants to hit those really small businesses 
with under 20 employees—the ones that slip through the cracks of most of the relief packages that have been made 
available. They really need some support. They need some help. They do not want to be in the dole queue. They 
want to be back at work, being entrepreneurial, providing employment for their employees. They do not want to 
go to the wall, because the prospect of actually starting up again is remote for these businesses. If we lose them, 
particularly in regional Western Australia, the likelihood of them coming back and providing vibrancy to those 
regional towns is remote. 

I implore the government to listen to our ideas. We have been talking to community and industry. We are not just 
asking for the sake of asking. We think we have some good ideas to offer to create jobs to help on the way to 
a COVID-19 economic recovery, and we offer those suggestions in good faith, believing that the government will 
pick up any idea that they think has merit, regardless of who has put it forward.  

MRS A.K. HAYDEN (Darling Range) [6.29 pm]: I rise to support my leader and obviously the motion before 
us, which states — 

That this house calls on the McGowan government to provide greater support to small businesses, 
regional communities and struggling households to weather the COVID-19 crisis. 
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It is important to set out at the very beginning why those three go together. Small businesses create jobs. Small 
businesses are one of the biggest employers in our state. Our tourism industry relies on our regional communities 
and our regional communities rely on our tourism industry. Our households rely on jobs. Without jobs and tourism, 
our households, families and regional communities suffer, and we are seeing that now. The date 13 March 2020 
will be remembered for many years to come. It is a bit like the recession we had to have in 1990. Although the 
COVID-19 pandemic started prior to 13 March, that was the day that restrictions on public gatherings were put in 
place across the nation. The way that we lived our lives and operated our businesses as we knew it came to an 
abrupt halt, without any warning and without any notification. It was a shock felt across the nation, and it is one that 
no-one took lightly. I have not come across anyone within my electorate or the community or in small business or 
the tourism sector who does not understand the magnitude of 13 March. They understand that this has changed 
their way of life forever. They also understand the importance of why it had to happen. That is why this government 
and the Prime Minister of Australia have received so much support. However, we fight pandemics on two fronts. 
We fight them on a medical front and we fight them on an economic front. Those on the medical front have done 
an outstanding job and I put on the record the work that has been done across the country in this regard, as well as 
the work done by our Minister for Health, Roger Cook, in leading the way and working with his federal counterparts 
and those in the other states and territories to ensure that we have a unified position. 

However, as has been said by the Premier and those in government, we have created an island within an island to 
make sure that we are safe and to protect the people of Western Australia as much as possible. We have created 
an island within an island so that we can try to carry on our normal activities at work, in business and in our 
personal lives as much as possible. We have done that and we have succeeded and that is a great credit to everyone 
in Western Australia, but we need to remind ourselves why we did it so that we can continue to operate as normally 
as possible. Now is not the time to hold onto the restrictions we have. Now is not the time to have rules for the 
sake of having rules. Now is the time to let the Department of Health and our medical advisers keep fighting 
the fight. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Can I ask you a question? 

Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: No; I have limited time. 
It is now time for the government to fight it on an economic front. That is why we are telling the Treasurer of WA 
that we need an economic plan. We need our small businesses and tourism operators to have direction. They need 
to have certainty. We have not seen a time line. We have seen phase 1 to phase 4, but we have not seen a time line 
with dates. Queensland offered a time line with dates to its industry well before our plan came out. Its time line 
has dates for its stages, with 15 May for stage 1 and 12 June for stage 2. That gives businesses a light at the end of 
the tunnel. They need to know that there is a future. They need to know that the Treasurer and the WA government 
have their backs and have faith that these businesses will get up and start operating again as quickly as possible. 
Businesspeople do not want handouts. They do not want to stand in line at Centrelink. They want to work. They want 
to make their own money. They want to create jobs again. They want to provide a service. They want to get money 
through their doors. But they cannot do that with these restrictions in place and they cannot see a light at the end 
of the tunnel without a time frame. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: Which businesses do you think are ready to close? 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: I could tell the minister many, but I am not taking interjections. I will go into them, but I am 
not taking interjections, Mr Acting Speaker. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: I am happy to give you protection, but please do not respond when you are not taking 
interjections. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Treasurer, the issue is that many businesses are doing it tough and many businesses will not 
make it to the other side. For our economy to make it through the COVID-19 pandemic, we need our businesses 
and tourism sector to be operating or people will not have jobs. As I said at the beginning of my contribution, if 
people do not have jobs, families will be without an income and will not be able to put food on the table and the 
unemployment rate will be through the roof. That is the last thing that anyone wants to see in Western Australia. 
There are over 220 000 small businesses in WA, representing 96 per cent of the businesses in this state. There are 
28 750 tourism businesses, most of which are small businesses. Unfortunately, they have slipped through the 
cracks. A black hole has been created, because all the financial stimulus and recovery modelling has not supported 
small businesses and tourism operators. Small businesses that do not have a payroll will not get a benefit. These 
are the tourism operators that are not eligible according to today’s announcement about the WA tourism recovery 
program. The government is going to support 1 600 businesses if they are a registered trading organisation, have 
an accredited certificate through the Tourism Council WA or are a member of the Western Australian Indigenous 
Tourism Operators Council. What will happen to the other 20 000-odd tourism businesses that are not able to apply for 
this funding? We have created a black hole for our small businesses and tourism operators that are unable to get any 
financial assistance. Our tourism operators were the first businesses to be affected and they will be the last to recover. 
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I have received many stories, but, unfortunately, due to time limits, I cannot go through all of them. There is one story 
and I apologise in advance if I get a little emotional because I have been told this story over and again. I am sure 
that the Treasurer will have received many similar letters. This letter is from West Coast Carnivals. It is part of the 
events industry, which is part of the tourism industry, and will receive no financial assistance whatsoever, yet it 
still has to pay the normal fees and charges to maintain its business licence. I will read this letter — 

COVID-19 vs West Coast Carnivals 
March 13, 2020 sent chills down my spine with the announcement by the Australian Government that all 
mass gatherings had been shut down, effectively shutting down my business and the entire industry that 
I work in. The timing could not have been worse. 
This was the beginning of our March–April show run, two of the most important months of trade in the 
first half of our busy year. 
At the time I was supporting the Manjimup Agricultural show which my family and I supplied 80% of the 
side show alley rides, games, and food. Our business was also responsible for conducting their Fireworks 
Display. You could imagine the devastation this caused my business and my whole family, although we 
were relieved for one small mercy and that was having one final show to work on Saturday 14 which chose 
to run even though many, like the Mandurah Crab Fest, didn’t. 
In the weeks to follow the Manjimup show my family business had been engaged to conduct shows and 
events at Esperance, Merredin, Kalgoorlie, Harvey, Kalamunda, Rockingham, Cockburn, Northbridge, 
Toodyay which was an annual occurrence for us. However rather than driving to Esperance the day after 
the Manjimup show we all drove home, as did everybody in the events industry. 
One of the first questions asked by my casual staff once arriving home was about their employment status. 
They were as confused and scared about the future as I was and so was my family. They wanted to know 
if there was going to be employment for them in the foreseeable future or if they could be doing the 
maintenance work. But sadly, I had to respond by laying off all those casuals who had been loyal to me 
for so many years. Something that will stay with me for the rest of my life. 

I was now in a position that I had never experienced before having no future prospect of income, and not 
knowing when I would be able to resume trading. I immediately wrote my casual staff a letter explaining 
the reason they were all out of work, I advised them to talk to Centrelink for survival as employment 
opportunity’s anywhere will be scarce. My full-time staff were able to remain employed to commence 
a maintenance schedule on the equipment. 
Being fully aware of the reasons why and agreeing that our government had to make the decisions they 
did, I remained hopeful that Australia would remain in control of this virus by eradicating it quickly and 
allow us to go back to work sooner rather than later. However, as I watched new cases fly in from overseas 
and get off cruise ships, I also watched the events I supported cancel one after the other at a rapid rate. It 
was at this point I started to fear for the survival of my family’s businesses. 
My main source of income has always been supporting Agricultural Shows with 20 Worksafe registered 
amusement rides belonging to my family, now sitting idle, along with over 30 licenced vehicles. 
Two months has passed with all the events I’ve supported now cancelled until September 25. Half the 
events I support in October have cancelled and most of the remainder advising me that they are waiting 
to see if our states largest agricultural show, the Perth Royal will go ahead. 
Advice coming through by some societies is that if the Perth show doesn’t go ahead the likelihood of 
October, November & Decembers shows cancelling is quite high. This knowledge terrifies me. I’ve been 
watching my industry collapse around me and my own business is doing the same. I have no control and 
no income, and I don’t know where next to turn. January and February are not good for my trade, so I’m 
now faced with dealing with this “nothing” for the foreseeable future. 
Even though the government has offered some relief to some small businesses like job keeper, it is like 
a speck in the ocean when I look at my costs of staying afloat verses 100% loss of income. During the 
past months I have written several letters to so many ministers, all to no avail so far. 
The responses received from those ministers’ officers have made me feel as though the industry and 
businesses I have worked so hard to create over the past 30 years means so little to those in power. 
A colleague of mine was told by one minister that the industry I’m in is small fry. I feel that my business 
has offered so much to the community and their events which helped the economy in so many ways with 
employment and taxes. Small fry or not we are what makes the economy strong. 
My cost of maintaining Amusement Rides and the vehicles that tow them is quite high. With the continuation 
of maintenance procedures being so important for all equipment to be ready to go back to work when the 
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time comes. Engineers must perform the annual safety inspections. Most of my $40,000.00 vehicle 
registration bill is due in October along with my hefty insurance renewal. Something the government 
could look at helping a business like mine. 

The responsibility of remaining up to date with the regulators of government departments such as DMIRS for 
fireworks Displays, WA police firearms branch for Shooting Gallery and firearms licence, Main Roads for vehicle 
accreditation, Worksafe for rides, Local shires, Tax Department, Energy Safety, all weigh heavily on me as I wait 
for an announcement that might allow me to go back and trade. 

As you can see by my short version of my story, I am hurting financially but the emotional toll is so much 
higher. Today I’m not even sure if I’m sad or angry as I watch the business and industry, I have loved all 
my life dwindle away to nothing. The government needs to wake up and do something NOW! 
Sincerely 
Mitchell Ross 

I have so many other letters, but to me this letter sums it all up. The sad thing is that it is a terrible thing to lay off 
staff; I have done it twice. It is something that will stay with me for my entire life. For those businesses across 
Western Australia, the experience of 13 March will be a very sad day that they will remember forever. They are 
simply asking for a light at the end of the tunnel. When does the Treasurer expect them to be operating? Why are 
we operating an island within an island, so we can go back to operating as normal as possible, yet the restrictions 
are not lifted? 
I have had Zoom meetings, phone calls and emails from tourism and small businesses across Western Australia. 
They have only just started to come in because they did not want to engage with the opposition. I understand that. 
They were hoping that the government of the day would do it for them, but they feel that they have been let down 
and missed out on so many initiatives and funding announcements that have come out to help people through 
COVID-19. Our small, family-run businesses need help. They have received mixed messages on whether they can 
open. A hairdresser can open but a nail technician cannot. A gym can open but a spin class cannot. Under liquor 
restrictions, people could get three bottles and then 12 bottles, but people cannot go and do wine tasting at a cellar 
door. The messages are confusing them and they cannot see a light. They are simply asking how long they need to 
hang on and how long they need to draw down on their superannuation or overdraft. They want to know how long 
they will need to hold on or whether they should just quit now and move ahead. The government needs to provide 
them with that certainty. It needs to provide them with a light at the end of the tunnel. They need confidence. They 
need to know that the government is behind them. As I said, we need them for our state to recover. My heart goes 
out to every small business operator right now, and I know that members in this chamber feel the same and will 
have heard all the stories. We need to let them know that we have their backs. We need to let them know that we 
will help them, we are not ignoring them and they are not small fry. Our mum-and-dad operators have been the 
backbone of the Western Australian economy for years and we need to support them now. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Treasurer) [6.46 pm]: I rise in the last 15 minutes of this debate on this 
motion to make a couple of comments, because a few questions were put to me, particularly by the member for 
Darling Range, that I want to deal with. I make the point that I fully understand about the lack of certainty, which 
was really the point the member for Darling Range made in her contribution tonight. Uncertainty means that people 
cannot plan; it means that they cannot understand when the financial impacts of the restrictions that have been 
imposed across the nation, but less so in Western Australia, will ease and when investments can get back to what 
will be a new normal. “Normal” will be different from what it was prior to 13 March, and it will be different for 
some time. As the Premier has said time and again, the government cannot yet provide that certainty. I understand 
the concerns. If I could provide a date upon which the new normal would be here, I would give it to them, but 
I cannot. What I think most people want is to have the freedom to travel around Western Australia. Of course, the 
economic response has to follow the health response to the pandemic. This is something we have not seen before 
in our lifetimes and hopefully will not have to deal with again. I cannot give that certainty. 

The member gave the example of the events industry, and read from a letter that a constituent had written to her. 
I have similar feedback to give around when people will be able to gather in large groups again—I cannot give 
that certainty. That is a fundamental problem for the events sector, which relies upon large gatherings of 
Western Australians. As the member for Darling Range pointed out, that can be at community fairs or agricultural 
shows, whether that is the Perth Royal Show or the many others that we have around Western Australia. My 
own interest, as someone who is a keen music goer, is music festivals. All those events have enormous employment 
and wealth spin-offs, upon which Western Australians have based businesses and investments for decades. 
I cannot give that certainty yet. 

The Premier made this point yesterday, and he is right: I never thought, as a minister in a government, that we 
would have to make decisions that we knew would cause businesses to cease to trade or people to lose their jobs. 
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I never thought that would be something I would have to do or that I would be part of a government that made 
those decisions. I am pretty sure that every government and every minister in Australia, at both the commonwealth 
and state levels, would say the same thing. It has been devastating for Australians and Western Australians. But I want 
to make this point: Western Australia is more advanced than other states. I think the member for Darling Range 
referred to Queensland and gave some dates. Queensland is still emerging. We have emerged much faster than 
Queensland, in fact than all states, really, other than the Northern Territory. The Northern Territory has not had a case 
found in about a month now, so unsurprisingly it effectively announced stages 1, 2 and 3 in one hit, but obviously 
timed out. I think we are in a very good position to do that. Of course, we cannot decouple from health advice. 
Believe me, sometimes I would love to. I am not a doctor, and I often find doctors’ advice infuriating. We can 
challenge that advice and try to understand it, but the one thing I believe is that our Chief Health Officer and the 
Chief Health Officers of the nation are acting in the health interests of us all. I believe that. I do not believe there 
is anything else. In fact, in The West Australian today the Premier made the point that we will get inconsistencies, 
and this is another frustration that I fully understand. Why can one group open and another cannot when they seem 
to provide services with similar distances between people? There will be frustrations about that.  

This is another point with the State Disaster Council, and we have these conversations with the Chief Health Officer 
and others. The issue is cross-examined at some length. We are trying to get an understanding. We have all tried 
to explain these inconsistencies to Western Australians. We will find them in individual decisions—we can nitpick 
and find them. We have made the point that this has to be done in stages, and as a result there will be inconsistencies. 
The reason we have to do it in stages is that if there is another outbreak, we know which lever we have pulled that 
might have led to it, so instead of re-imposing restrictions on a grand scale, we will hopefully have to do it only in 
small bits. One thing I am aware of is that if we open business activity and then restrict it again, it will be devastating. 
People are holding on, and if we do it again, business investment and confidence will disappear and just will not 
come back, because people will not have the confidence that any easing of restrictions will be permanent. That is 
also the reason we have put in place the internal travel restrictions within Western Australia. As the Premier said, 
the south west is an obvious area to travel to as it has the vast majority of the population, but there are health 
facilities much closer that are more rigorous than those further away from major population centres. 

Mrs A.K. Hayden: In regards to the events industry, there is no time frame. Is there any way of assisting them by 
waiving their transport fees and so forth? One has $40 000 in transport fees. 

MR B.S. WYATT: Are they registration fees or something? 

Mrs A.K. Hayden: Yes. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Are they car registration fees? 

Mrs A.K. Hayden: Towards trailers and the like. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: We have waived a range of administrative and licence fees. We have focused about $100 million 
on a range of things in tourism et cetera. I have spent a bit of time on this, because it is an area that stopped 
overnight, as the member pointed out in her contribution. Most of the costs are due to private sector contracts when 
an event can suddenly no longer take place. I suspect the fallout of that will go on for years for some very large events 
organisers. We will continue to look at events. That is why we had today’s announcement on tourism. I agree that 
some areas have been affected more dramatically. 

Mrs A.K. Hayden: But they are excluded. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: There will always be people excluded. The state and commonwealth balance sheets, as large 
as they are, cannot replace this economic activity—we just cannot. I think this interesting concept of hibernation 
that Josh Frydenberg brought up is quite right. We are trying to get through a period. If the member had asked me 
about this a month ago, I would have thought it would be a lot longer than it has appeared to be in Western Australia. 
We seem to be coming out of it quicker than most places in Australia and the globe. That is good. Hopefully, that 
means that the balance sheets of businesses have not been wiped out before they can come back and generate some 
income. Some businesses will not survive, and every night I think of that. I think of the people who wrote to the 
member for Darling Range, and I have had a lot of those letters as well, and we write back. I do not think anyone 
has referred to any businesses as small fry; that would simply be disrespectful and no-one has done that. When 
you write a letter back saying that you do not have a solution for them, it is depressing. You do not have a solution! 
You can feel the desperation that the member expressed to the chamber. This is something that has come at us that 
has required governments to do things I never thought we would have to do. We are deliberately restricting output. 
A level of global wealth that will not reappear again in my lifetime has disappeared. I think we will come out of 
this and grow again. There is no place that I would rather be than Western Australia. In fact, there will be some 
data tomorrow that will highlight that Western Australia is probably going to come out of it better than most states. 
I think that Victoria, for example, will be slower than us. A few states will have different growth trajectories after 
this, but I think that Western Australia is best placed. But for those businesses that require large groups of people, 
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it will take longer. For those businesses that require international travel, it will take longer. We can do only so 
much as a state government. The member made the point about JobKeeper. I am not sure whether it was in the 
letter that the member read, but somebody said to her that JobKeeper was just a speck in the cost structure. That 
is the biggest welfare program that the federal government has ever announced! 

Mrs A.K. Hayden: They say they welcome it, but they know that it won’t keep them going. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Correct! It will keep that employee connected, but when a company has fixed costs ongoing, 
state or commonwealth welfare can only last for so long. I understand that. That is why we are keen to open borders 
to travel as soon as we can. I see that in particular when I look at the town of Broome. Broome really worries me, 
because it is a town that is fundamentally dependent on the tourism market. If they miss the season, it is an 18-month 
loss. In those remoter parts of Australia, it is much harder to get the capital investment to get businesses going 
again. I am aware of that. As soon as we can provide some date certainty, we will. That is always difficult. The 
problem with date certainty, and all the states have it, is that it is always subject to coronavirus. 

Mrs A.K. Hayden: But it gives you some light! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Yes. That is why the Premier has made the point around mid-June or maybe sooner. If we have 
another week of no coronavirus numbers, it may be able to be brought forward, and I hope it will be. 

Every argument that I have heard from people complaining about travel restrictions, I accept—whatever they are. 
Whether they are frustrations, anger or inconsistencies, I accept them. But this is not an ordinary policy development. 
That is the point that I want to make. I have four minutes left. I am not going to go through all the various things 
that we have done and will continue to do. There is the difficulty of trying to fill an economic hole. The state 
balance sheet cannot do that, but we will do what we can to provide that bridge to when economic activity will 
enable that to happen. That is what we are trying to do. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: What percentage of the state’s economy is the state budget? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: It is about 10 per cent. I would not be able to borrow this, but even if I decided to double the 
state spend in one year, private consumption and private business investment is what drives the economy. We need 
to do what we can to get it back to some form of normal activity. We are starting to see it. The property sector is 
reacting quite interestingly. I do not mean construction; I mean that the Real Estate Institute of Western Australia 
established market seems to be holding up better than I thought it would. We are seeing different activity. I think 
we will see a lot more pubs open, even with 20 people in their eating areas. We will see interesting activity as 
a result but, hopefully, in a month or maybe less we will be able to lift more restrictions and that will get confidence 
growing again. Confidence has taken a hit that it has never had before. It is on the improve, but that is on the basis 
that we stay on top of the virus. I think we can in Western Australia. There is clearly no community spread so 
I think that with a thorough testing regime we can stay on top of it in Western Australia, if we get to the point of 
either having a vaccine or a treatment that is so good that the risk of contracting the disease is no longer an issue 
because the treatment is so good. 

I will conclude by making the point that the government stands ready to do whatever else it can and will continue 
to do so. I keep making the point that we cannot have a blunderbuss approach—spending on everything. It has to 
be bang for buck. I am aware that some businesses will not survive this; I am traumatised by that because they will 
not survive because of a decision made by governments to try to deal with this coronavirus. I think we will see 
state balance sheets, commonwealth balance sheets and private sector balance sheets and our lives will be impacted 
by this. I suspect I will be responding to this for the rest of my professional life, whether I am here or elsewhere. 
How we react to this coronavirus and how we recover from it will be a big part of the rest of my career. Suffice to 
say, we will continue to do what we can to help those businesses, because I get those letters as well. We all get 
them. I think we all want to do as much as we possibly can within the constraints of whether we spend money on 
things that will not work just to make us feel better or spend money on things that will hopefully see a business 
emerge out of what is clearly the economic wreckage of coronavirus. 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe) [7.00 pm]: I rise to make a very brief contribution to this motion. I reinforce that 
I rise to support the opposition’s motion. Can I ask the Treasurer two things? One is whether the Treasurer can 
please have a talk to the Minister for Water. The Minister for Mines and Petroleum is sitting there. He has been 
doing an outstanding job working with the industry — 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr T.J. Healy): Thank you, member for Cottesloe. According to standing order 61, 
this business is interrupted. I have a message from the esteemed upper house. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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